MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
proclaimed himself the soldier. Did not Charles himself declare,
in speaking to Leo III, that his people was the populus Christianus?
Charles, of course, could have conferred upon himself the
dignity of Emperor, or he could have had it conferred upon him
by a synod of his Church. But how much more legitimate it would
appear to all Christendom if it were bestowed upon him by the
initiative of the Pope! The disproportion between the tide of
patridus which Charles bore and the power which he possessed
would disappear. He would be the military representative of Saint
Peter as the Pope was his religious representative. They would
both be bound together in the same system, that of the ecclesia.
By the year 800 Charles had conquered Saxony and Bavaria,
annihilated die Avars, and attacked Spain. Almost the whole of
Western Christendom was in his hands.
And on December 25th, 800, by placing on his head the Imperial
crown, the Pope consecrated this Christian Empire. Charlemagne
received his title in accordance with the usage of Byzantium; that
is to say, by acdamatio. The Pope then placed the crown upon
his head and adored him.1
As regards its form, then, Charles's accession to the Empire
was in conformity with legality.2 He was acclaimed by the people,
as in Byzantium. In reality, however, there was one essential
difference between the accession of Charles and that of a Byzantine
Emperor. As a matter of fact, the Romans who acclaimed him
were not, like the people of Constantinople, the representatives of
an Empire, but the inhabitants of a city of which the Emperor elect
was the patrician. Their acclamations could not bind the subjects
of Charles from the Elbe to the Pyrenees. As a matter of fact, these
acclamations were simply drama. In reality it was the Pope, the
head of the ecclesia, and therefore the ecclesia itself, that gave Charles
the Empire; and thereby he became its appointed defender. Unlike
1 hartmann, op. cit., vol. II2, p. 348, does not credit Eginhard when the
latter claims that Charles was surprised by the initiative of Leo III. Accordbg
to him the whole ceremony \yas agreed upon beforehand.
"    2 Ibid., vol. II2, p. 350,
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